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SECURITY INCORMIATION

3 February 1953

1, Reymond P, Vhearty
Chajrman, Interdepartmental Committee on Internal Security

210‘? Departoent of Justice -

Subject: Re National Intelligence Estimate on Certain
Soviet Capabilities

Dear Ifr, Mhcarty:

Tn response to your lstter of 21 Jamwry (ICIS-T25/122),
I am proposing to the Intelligence Advisory Committee the
initistion of a Nationnl Intellipence Estimate on the linas
you request. This will require an initinl appraisal of the
technological possibilities, followed by a atudy of Soviet
ogent capabilitiss for introductlon of weapon components,
together with an appraisal of Soviet capabilities for assamhly
ond detonation of weapoms once introduced.

Lvery effort will be made to produce this estimate by
15 liaroh, if this meets uith your requirement, In any event,
matters of gocope and deandlines will be up for discussion when
the IAC agencies are asled to consider this problem., I have
asked ouxr Office of llational Ustimntes to notifyy you of this
meeting so that you can be represented.

I shovld 1ike to ocall your attention to the c¢omnection
between this prorosal and the NSC 140 project for a new
summary eveluation of the net capability of the USSR to
Injure the continontel United States. The Edwards Subcem-
mittee, on vhich ICIC and this agency will both be rep-
resented, will also nead this estimate for ite work, and I
urge that you use the CIA representallve on this comnities
as a direct channel for discussion of the progress and scops
of this estimate. Vith particular reference to your requast
that the esgtimote cower the degree of threat from clandestine
attacl: in relation to rmilitery attack, I doubt whether this
question could bes sntisfneotorily answered ulthout a better
picture than the intelligence oommunity now has of the pos-
sidle effectiveness of Soviet military attaclk., This point
wiil be developed during the work of the Edwards Subcormittes
and I sugpest that you postpome comnsideration of it until
the subcormittec!s vorl: is well advnonoed,
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I have noted the recorrendation on pape 10 of the Speocial
Cormittec report, to uidch you onll my attention in your alosing
part-

parograph. /s are reforring this natter to the Interde
mentel Priorities Committee vhich is charged with settinz

intelligence priorities.
Sincerely yours,

/sf

LOFTUS-E, D:CKER
Deputy Director/Intelligenca
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SUPPLEMENTARY NOTE RE SE-36

1. The Nevy's attitude with respect to Part II reflects
a policy, previously observed, to prevent any emphasis on either
Soviet or US atomic warfere capabllities, as being advantageous
to the Air Force (disadventageous to the Navy) in inter-Service
budgetary rivalry, Unable to object to Part I, the Navy has
concentrated its fire on Part II. Tts representative wanted
that Part expanded to inelude either an estimate that a Soviet
atomic attack on the US was unlikely or an estimate of Soviet
global strategy in the event of general war which would de-
emphasize direct attack on the US, Such matters are beyond the
scope of the problem presented. )

2. The State renresentative tended to su port the Navy
on this issue, but the attitude of- is not indicated.
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